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MEDICAL  AID  TO  VIETNAM 


After  long  and  careful  preparation  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  com- 
pleted arrangements  last  fall  to  send  ship- 
ments of  penicillin  to  the  National  Libera- 
tion Front  for  use  among  civilian  Vietna- 
mese in  parts  of  Vietnam  controlled  by  the 
NLF.  With  assurances  that  the  penicillin 
will  be  used  to  help  civilian  war  sufferers 
and  that  a full  reporting  of  its  use  will  be 
made  to  AFSC  it  was  decided  to  apply  for  a 
license  to  ship  $25,000  worth  of  the  medicine 
to  the  NLF  with  the  expectation  of  sending 
additional  shipments  later.  When  the  appli- 
cation was  denied  after  some  delay  the  Board 
of  AFSC  decided  to  ship  the  penicillin  with- 
out a license,  and  this  was  accomplished 
about  the  middle  of  December. 

The  action  was  taken  after  long  and  pray- 
erful consideration  not  as  an  act  of  defiance 
but  as  an  act  of  conscience.  At  the  same  time 
shipments  of  medical  supplies  continue  to  be 


REPORT  ON  THE  CORPORATION  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

“Change”  is  the  word  which  set  the  tone  for 
the  annual  meeting  last  November.  Changes 
were  adopted  to  make  its  structure  more 
responsive  to  Friends  and  Friends  Meetings 
as  well  as  to  make  meetings  of  the  Board  and 
the  Corporation  more  meaningful.  It  became 
obvious  that  changes  occurring  in  the  wider 
community  require  changes  in  AFSC  ap- 
proach to  problems.  The  theme  of  the  pub- 
lic meeting  was  “Civilizing  Change.” 

According  to  the  new  by-laws  the  size  of 
the  Corporation  has  been  decreased  from  300 
to  180;  of  these  the  20  Yearly  Meetings  will 
appoint  between  60  and  90  representatives 
according  to  the  size  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  entitled  to  5 
representatives.  It  is  hoped  that  those  ap- 
pointed will  feel  a real  concern  to  attend  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  keep  abreast  of  the 
work  of  the  AFSC.  The  Corporation  will  be 
asked  to  consider  and  advise  on  certain  pol- 
cy  matters  rather  than  merely  satisfy  per- 
functory legal  requirements.  As  the  AFSC 
has  a limited  fund  for  travel  expenses,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Yearly  Meetings  will  assist 
representatives  who  need  financial  assist- 
ance to  attend  the  annual  meeting. 


sent  to  the  AFSC  medical  unit  at  Quang  Ngai 
in  South  Vietnam  under  control  of  the  Sai- 
gon government.  If  funds  become  available 
the  Service  Committee  expects  to  send  about 
$100,000  worth  of  medical  supplies  and 
equipment  into  NLF  controlled  areas  in  the 
months  ahead.  It  hopes  to  send  personnel  as 
well  although  this  is  not  yet  assured. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  Peace  Committee  and 
the  Clerk  feel  that  it  is  appropriate  now  to 
transmit  to  AFSC  funds  received  for  medi- 
cal aid  to  Vietnam  (resulting  from  our  action 
of  1967)  rather  than  to  continue  sending  it 
through  Canadian  Friends.  The  balance  on 
hand  amounting  to  $350  has  been  sent  to 
AFSC  designated  for  this  purpose.  Friends 
who  wish  to  renew  or  expand  their  support 
of  this  action  should  send  contributions  to 
the  PYM  treasurer  marked  for  medical  re- 
lief in  Vietnam.  (Robert  Young,  PYM  Trea- 
surer, 535  N.  Fremont  Dr.,  Pasadena,  CA 
91103.) 


The  Board  of  Directors  is  also  to  be  re- 
organized to  be  smaller  and  hold  fewer  but 
longer  board  meetings.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee will  be  increased  in  size  to  ten  or 
more  board  members,  four  from  outside 
Philadelphia,  to  meet  regularly  between 
Board  meetings. 

The  Corporation  considered  the  sending 
of  relief  supplies  to  Vietnam  and  agreed  with 
the  action  which  is  reported  above  as  hav- 
ing been  subsequently  taken.  It  is  recognized 
that  the  shipping  of  such  supplies  without 
license  may  be  construed  by  the  government 
as  being  illegal,  and  severe  criminal  and  civil 
penalties  may  be  incurred;  thus  the  AFSC 
may  become  involved  for  the  first  time  in  a 
direct  act  of  civil  disobedience  as  an  organ- 
ization. 

The  money  needed  for  these  supplies  must 
come  from  sources  other  than  the  regular 
budget  of  the  AFSC,  so  all  interested  per- 
sons are  asked  to  contribute. 

In  considering  changes  needed  in  the 
AFSC  approach:  Lou  Schneider  said  that  the 
AFSC  advocates  change  but  is  not  so  much 
involved  in  initiating  it  as  in  guiding  it.  . . 
in  a time  of  large  scale  alienation  of  youth 
the  AFSC  should  be  supportive  of  young 
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people.  John  Hommel  of  Penn  State  Univer- 
sity reviewed  some  strategies  used  by  AFSC 
for  change.  . . we  should  extract  the  essence 
of  past  experiences:  for  instance  the  main 
point  of  work  camps  is  not  the  houses  paint- 
ed but  the  humanization  of  change.  . . we 
are  uneasy  in  direct  challenges  to  local  cen- 
ters of  power.  . . we  identify  easier  with 
leaders  of  corporations  than  with  workers. . . 
we  need  to  capture  a common  sense  of  hu- 
manity and  unite  with  a new  spirit  of  serv- 
ice to  try  what  love  can  do. 

Bill  Davidon  of  Haverford  asked  “How 
does  one  make  change  occur  fast  and  deep 
enough?  Sometimes  we  think  it  must  go  at 
our  accustomed  pace.”  We  should  ask  our- 
selves whether  basic  institutions  are  legiti- 
mate or  not.  The  three  major  areas  needing 
change  are  1)  militarism  and  suppression, 
2)  economic  exploitation,  3)  racism,  both 
subjective  and  in  institutions. 

In  the  public  meeting,  Gilbert  White, 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  compared  the  com- 
plexity of  weather  patterns  on  our  planet, 
which  will  require  computers  far  more  ef- 
fective than  any  now  available  before  pre- 
dictions can  be  made  with  any  accuracy, 
with  the  much  more  complicated  social  prob- 
lems faced  by  man.  Yet  we  affect  social  sit- 
uations whether  we  do  so  consciously  or  not, 
so  that  we  must  act  on  faith  to  a considerable 
degree,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  wait  to  act 
until  more  is  known  about  possible  conse- 
quences. 

Russel  Johnson  of  the  New  England 
AFSC  felt  the  term  “Civilizing  Change”  re- 
flects elitism,  a possible  desire  to  have  chang- 
es occur  only  in  ways  unoffensive  to  middle- 
class  values.  . . he  urged  us  to  become  more 
knowledgeable  and  left  us  with  the  thought 
“Christianity  has  not  been  tried  and  found 
wanting  but  tried  and  found  hard.” 

Leslie  Metcalf,  QIAR  representative  in 
Europe,  told  of  experiences  in  the  Balkans 
and  Poland,  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
keeping  open  lines  of  communication,  giv- 
ing examples  of  actions  in  one  time  and  place 
that  opened  ways  years  later  in  different  cir- 
cumstances. Ed  Duckies  described  some 
South  American  problems  where  three 
fourths  of  the  people  live  under  military  dic- 
tatorships and  95%  of  youth  cannot  attend 
universities;  AFSC  programs  there  aim  at 
increasing  agricultural  productivity  and  as- 
sisting with  family  planning. 

Anthony  Henry  graphically  described 
changes  in  the  Chicago  AFSC  program  in 
the  ghetto  area  and  his  role  as  a catalyst  in 


the  confrontation  between  the  tenants’  union 
and  city  hall;  he  suggests  that  Friends  can 
help  in  establishing  a better  economy  among 
blacks  by  using  their  banks  and  business 
companies.  Paul  Walker,  a CO  doing  alterna- 
tive service,  challenged  those  of  us  who  are 
middle-class  and  white  to  face  up  to  the  need 
for  radical  changes  in  our  social  structure. 
Kathleen  Borgenicht  described  a summer 
project  in  Golden  Valley,  Minn.,  living  in  a 
ghetto  and  canvassing  a suburb  just  to  talk 
to  the  people;  some  long  term  interest  has 
resulted. 

Steven  Cary  related  some  of  the  emotion- 
al experiences  of  his  arrest  in  Washington, 
D.C.  during  the  Poor  People’s  Campaign — 
the  frustration  of  being  at  the  mercy  of  some- 
times petty  public  officials;  he  now  feels 
more  of  the  urgency  evident  in  youth  and 
suggests  that  there  should  be  youths  on  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Bronson  Clark,  Executive  Secretary, 
closed  the  meeting,  admonishing  us  that  the 
central  thing  is  the  capacity  for  growth,  quot- 
ing Rufus  Jones:  “The  Quaker  central  pur- 
pose is  to  change  the  social  order  so  that  the 
will  of  God  becomes  the  will  of  man.”  Bron- 
son quoted  the  Beatitudes  as  the  best  outline 
for  change. 

There  is  much  more  to  these  meetings  than 
just  the  sessions.  There  are  the  friends  one 
meets,  the  historical  surroundings,  the  spirit 
of  deep  concern  coupled  with  a serenity 
which  is  difficult  to  describe;  and  for  us  this 
time  there  was  the  delightful  hospitality  giv- 
en us  by  Henry  and  Lydia  Cadbury  which 
was  a rare  treat  in  itself. 

CHARLES  LUDWIG 


My  overall  judgment  of  the  November 
Corporation  meeting  was  two  fold.  It  was 
personally  gratifying  because  of  the  renewal 
of  many  friendships  with  national  and  cor- 
poration personnel  and  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  informally  at  lunch  and  dinner  our 
national  and  regional  programs.  The  reports 
were  inspiring  and  interesting,  but  the  limi- 
tation of  time  prevented  the  corporation  rep- 
resentatives from  doing  more  than  rubber 
stamping  the  Board’s  recommendations  and 
judgments.  This  criticism  has  long  been  rec- 
ognized and  was  dealt  with  in  detail  by  Bar- 
rett Hollister’s  report  on  the  proposed  re- 
organization of  the  corporation  and  new  re- 
lationships to  Friends. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  future  represent- 
atives must  of  necessity  be  involved  or  active 
in  regional  AFSC  work  to  be  able  to  give 
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the  best  judgment  and  reaction  to  national 
AFSC  policy.  It  also  seems  obvious  that  if 
our  representatives  are  to  be  sensitive  to 
Friends  differing  points  of  view,  the  substan- 
tive issues  will  have  to  be  shared  in  advance, 
and  this  is  often  difficult  and  very  time  con- 
suming. Practically  speaking,  we  must  again 
depend  on  Friends  in  whose  personal  re- 
actions and  judgment  we  can  have  confi- 
dence. . . 

In  conclusion,  Lou  Schneider,  Steve  Car- 
ey, and  the  new  executive  secretary,  Bron- 
son Clark,  summed  up  some  of  the  guide 
lines  for  the  future:  The  AFSC  advocates 
civilizing  change  and  hopes  to  influence  the 
quality  of  that  change.  If  its  role  of  advocate 
is  to  be  at  the  cutting  edge,  it  must  be  will- 
ing to  sacrifice  its  life,  if  necessary,  for  that 
advocacy.  Its  identity  should  be  with  the 
young — the  movers  in  our  society,  but  the 
scale  by  which  we  measure  our  program 
cannot  be  sloppy  and  vague,  but  must  be 
rooted  in  the  life  and  message  of  the  man  of 
Nazareth,  and  our  ideology  for  change  should 
be  inspired  by  the  message  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount. 

D.  IAN  THIERMANN 


(Members  of  PYM  who  attended  the  Cor- 
poration Meeting  were  Lucille  Byerly,  Bar- 
bara Elfbrandt,  Charles  Ludwig,  Harriet 
Schaffran,  Ian  Thierman.) 


IDEALISTIC  TECHNOLOGIST,  OR 
TECHNOLOGICAL  IDEALIST? 

I have  recently  arrived  in  the  United  States 
after  doing  two  years  of  alternative  service 
in  the  small  rural  town  of  San  Luis  in  Mexi- 
co, and  I am  about  to  return  to  the  same 
area.  Whereas  I was  doing  community  de- 
velopment, I will  now  go  to  a different  job 
at  an  agricultural  college.  Before  starting  the 
two-year  assignment  with  a year-round 
AFSC  work  camp  (officially  known  as  a 
community  development  unit)  I had  thought 
about  what  I would  do  after  my  time  was 
over.  The  possibilities  were:  continuing  my 
engineering  education  with  graduate  work, 
working  as  a mechanical  engineer,  working 
as  a computer  programmer  (a  newly-found 
interest),  or  continuing  community  develop- 
ment work.  My  choice  would  depend  on  how 
I felt  during  my  service.  I have  always  con- 
sidered myself  to  be  idealistic,  and  the  last 
alternative  seemed  to  suit  that  quality  best. 
But  soon  after  beginning  my  time  in  Mexico 
and  being  able  to  compare  community  de- 
velopment work  with  the  part-time  and 


short-term  jobs  which  I had  held  during  col- 
lege, I knew  that  I preferred  technical  work. 
For  this  reason  I began  to  look  for  work 
while  still  in  Mexico,  hoping  to  combine  a 
programming  job  with  an  idealistic  goal.  I 
wanted  to  work  in  Mexico,  rather  than  the 
United  States,  because  I prefer  to  have  the 
bulk  of  my  tax  money  spent  for  education, 
improving  agriculture,  highways,  and  rural 
electrification  and  water  supplies  rather 
than  for  “defense.” 

While  in  the  town  of  San  Luis,  our  group 
had  many  contacts  with  Chapingo,  an  agri- 
cultural college  and  experiment  station, 
which  is  about  65  miles  away.  We  asked  in- 
formation of  them,  bought  from  them  and 
distributed  good-quality  animals  for  breed 
purposes,  and  cooperated  closely  as  bridges 
between  them  and  the  people  of  our  area 
in  corn-improvement  experiments  and  dem- 
onstrations of  improved  fruit-growing  meth- 
ods. Because  of  this  contact  I heard  that  there 
is  a computer  center  at  Chapingo  which  has 
a heavy  work  load  analyzing  agricultural 
experiments  from  all  over  Mexico  and  even 
foreign  countries.  I applied  for  a job  there 
and  was  accepted  because  I have  a little  ex- 
perience, and  because  they  can’t  get  enough 
work  done  with  only  two  programmers.  I 
was  happy  to  find  such  a job  because  it  is 
technical  and  also,  as  I have  seen  while  in 
San  Luis,  is  helping  the  people,  though  in- 
directly. 

However,  I feel  guilty  whenever  I tell 
people,  especially  Friends  and  other  liberals, 
that  I am  going  to  be  a computer  program- 
mer. This  is  probably  so  because  I have 
heard,  read,  and  thought  much  about  the 
negative  effects  that  computers  can  have. 
But  there  are  two  things  that  encourage  me 
in  my  choice  of  work.  First,  I have  read  of 
the  need  for  technicians  in  underdeveloped 
countries.  I hope  that  in  my  capacity  as  pro- 
grammer I will  be  helping  Mexico  to  develop. 
The  “brain  drain”  is  a related  problem;  and 
I think  that  I am  doing  a small  part  to  offset 
the  number  of  foreigners  who  come  to  the 
United  States  to  study  and  then  remain  be- 
cause of  the  undeniable  material  attractions. 

For  technical  reasons  the  computer  center 
in  Chapingo  has  not  yet  done  administrative 
work.  This  is  the  type  of  work  which  helped 
anger  Berkeley  students,  and  many  other 
people,  at  the  impersonal  system  So  a second 
encouragement  is  that  I hope  to  help  keep 
the  treatment  which  students  receive  from 
getting  too  impersonal  when  the  center  gets 
a new  computer  which  can  do  administrative 
work. 

So  I hope  to  combine  my  idealism  with  a 
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desire  to  do  technical  work.  And,  although 
a guilty  feeling  does  not  make  me  comfort- 
able, I think  that  a conscience  is  not  doing 
its  job  unless  it  is  constantly  a little  uneasy. 

JIM  DRAPER 

Davis  Meeting 


EASTERN  VISIT  BY  WEST  COAST  FRIENDS 

Since  the  American  Section  of  the  Friends  World 
Committee  has  no  office  on  the  West  Coast  and 
travel  is  necessarily  limited  because  of  cost,  the 
association  of  Friends  east  and  west  is  much  more 
restricted  than  might  be  wished.  With  this  in  mind 
the  World  Committee  through  its  Quaker  Leadership 
Grants  is  proposing  a visitation  project  for  July  of 
this  summer,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  invited 
to  send  two  representatives,  one  from  the  south  and 
one  from  the  north.  California  and  Oregon  Yearly 
Meetings  have  also  been  invited  to  send  Friends. 
It  is  felt  that  eastern  Friends  would  be  enriched  by 
the  exposure  to  West  Coast  Quaker  thought  and 
hopefully  we  can  be  drawn  closer  together  in  the 
process. 

Travel  would  be  by  air  to  Indianapolis,  to  be  met 
by  some  local  host  who  would  be  the  driver  and 
guide  for  ten  days  in  the  midwest;  then,  flying  to 
Philadelphia,  the  following  ten  days  would  offer  a 
visit  with  Friends  on  the  east  coast. 

A proposed  program  is: 


July 

12 

Flight  to  Indianapolis 

13 

Sunday,  attend  First  Friends  Church, 
Indianapolis. 

14-16 

Malone  College  at  Canton,  Ohio,  and  Friends 
Boarding  School  at  Bamesville,  Ohio. 

17-18 

Wilmington  College,  Wilmington,  Ohio 

19-22 

Friends  United  Meeting  at  Earlham  College, 
Richmond,  Indiana. 

23 

Fly  Indianapolis  to  Philadelphia.  Visit  Quaker 
offices  in  the  afternoon. 

24 

Visit  historic  Philadelphia. 

25 

A one-day  trip  to  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York  City. 

26-28 

Sharing  the  program  at  Pendle  Hill,  Walling- 
ford, Pennsylvania. 

28-30 

Washington,  D.C.  Visiting  Congressmen  un- 
der guidance  of  Friends  Committee  on  Na- 
tional Legislation.  Sightseeing  as  time  per- 
mits. 

31 

Fly  home  from  Philadelphia. 

August 

2-7 

Visit  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  at  McMinnville, 
Oregon  if  personal  plans  permit. 

In  order  to  make  the  plan  financially  feasible  the 
World  Committee  suggests  that  each  visitor  or  his 
Meeting  supply  $100  toward  the  expense.  Other 
cost  will  be  cared  for  by  the  Quaker  Leadership 
Grants  Committee.  Some  informal  way  to  select  the 
visitors  might  be  arranged. 

Friends  who  are  interested  should  write  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Francis  Dart,  or  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  Clara  Hurn, 
by  March  15.  Appointment  will  be  made  at  the  time 
of  Executive  Meeting. 
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FRIEND  IN  THE  ORIENT 

January,  1969 

Opportunities  for  service  in  Asia  abound  for 
those  looking  hard  enough,  and  in  light  of  the  pres- 
ent draft  situation  I will  give  details  on  three  pro- 
grams where  visa  and  working  conditions  are  ac- 
ceptable, for  persons  desiring  to  spend  their  alterna- 
tive service  in  Asia  or  just  wanting  to  give  one  or 
two  years  of  service. 

First  I will  describe  my  job  and  give  a picture 
of  what  one  might  expect,  at  least  in  Macau,  Hong 
Kong,  or  Taiwan.  At  Linson  College  I live  in  the 
school,  rooming  with  another  Volunteer  in  Asia.  We 
have  no  hot  water,  heat  only  from  a recently  bought 
heater;  we  must  eat  out  as  there  is  no  place  to  cook 
or  store  food.  We  earn  about  $90/month,  more  than 
adequate,  and  work  about  a 30  hour  week,  plus 
outside  activities  such  as  organizing  folk-dance  par- 
ties and  bicycle  trips.  Our  relationship  with  the  com- 
munity is  polite  and  sometimes  even  jovial,  but 
mostly  very  reserved.  The  local  people  tend  to 
treat  us  as  oddities,  and  we  have  some  difficulty 
making  real  contact  with  people  our  age.  We  are 
handicapped  by  not  speaking  Cantonese;  I felt  the 
importance  of  this  when  I visited  Taiwan  where 
I could  speak  with  the  people. 

Linson  College  has  about  250  students,  boys  and 
girls,  grades  7-12.  Most  of  the  students  are  very 
serious,  well  disciplined  and  highly  motivated,  be- 
cause education  is  their  only  means  for  self-im- 
provement. The  headmaster  is  a Chinese,  born  a 
member  of  one  of  China’s  richest  families,  a 1918 
graduate  of  West  Point.  He  served  the  Chinese  for- 
eign service  and  attended  both  the  Treaty  of  Ver- 
sailles and  the  Washington  Peace  Conference  of 
1922.  Few  men  of  his  background  are  alive  today 
and  fewer  still  are  as  poor  yet  happy.  Now  he  is 
both  anti-Nationalist  and  anti- communist.  He  runs 
one  of  the  few  non-profit  schools  in  this  area,  and 
he  is  a humanitarian  and  of  high  principles.  We 
have  many  discussions  about  the  China  and  U.S. 
that  were.  He  has  lived  through  some  of  the  worst 
of  history’s  wars,  and  his  feelings  about  the  present 
government  are  influenced  understandably  by  his 
personal  losses,  but  basically  he  has  a more  hopeful 
view  of  the  future  than  I many  times  can  permit 
myself.  Next  year  he  will  initiate  a Teacher  Train- 
ing Program,  the  first  in  Macau,  and  this  only  five 
years  after  the  establishment  of  the  school  itself. 
This  is  indicative  of  the  situation  a person  serving 
here  might  find;  there  are  many  people  here  quite 
as  interesting  as  this  man,  it  remains  only  for  the 
interested  to  seek  them  out. 

The  three  programs  I mentioned  are: 

1)  Linson  College  needs  from  2-5  persons  for  1-2 
years  of  teaching  in  English,  Literature,  or  helping 
in  the  Teacher  Training  College.  Persons  with  back- 
ground or  interest  in  Asia  preferred;  experience  in 
teaching  English  or  academic  work  in  educational 
theory  would  be  desirable.  $S0-$100  a month.  C.O. 
status  could  be  worked  out  through  Volunteers  in 
Asia  or  with  the  local  draft  board.  Apply  at  my 
address. 

2.)  Dunghai  University,  Taijung,  Taiwan  hires 
English  teachers  with  some  background  in  linguis- 
tics or  some  teaching  experiences.  (Mary  Dart,  Asia 
House,  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  OH  44074  has  just 
returned  from  teaching  there.)  Anyone  with  an 
abiding  interest  in  China  may  also  apply.  The  wea- 
ther is  good,  transportation  is  paid  if  accepted,  and 
involvement  in  the  communtiy  is  possible.  Write: 
Project  Director,  United  Board  of  Christian  Higher 
Education  in  Asia,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York 
NY  10027.  ’ ’ 


3)  YMCA  of  Taiwan:  Keith  Meyer,  International 
Secretary  in  Taiwan,  is  looking  for  young  people 
to  work  in  Taipei  and  provincial  YMCA’s,  develop- 
ing intensive  new  programs  in  social  work  and  com- 
munity organization,  helping  provide  some  type  of 
program  for  the  growing  urban  proletariat  who  are 
generally  without  any  healthy  outlet  or  activity. 
Support  would  come  from  income  derived  from 
teaching  part-time  in  English  conversation  schools 
set  up  by  the  Y.  There  are  commercial  schools  of 
this  type,  but  the  Y can  provide  cheaper  and  better 
classes  plus  give  the  teachers  a chance  to  know  the 
students  and  involve  them  in  other  activities  such 
as  folk-dancing,  etc.  Write  Mr.  B.  Keith  Meyer, 
The  YMCA  of  the  Republic  of  China,  19  Hsu  Chang 
St.,  Taipei,  Taiwan,  The  Republic  of  China. 

I have  personally  checked  all  of  these  jobs,  and 
I am  writing  of  them  because  I know  how  scarce 
job  information  is  for  most  young  Friends  on  the 
West  Coast.  None  of  these  involve  missionary  work 
or  religion  except  by  implication.  Working  in  Taiwan 
has  some  unusual  features  which  I will  be  glad  to 
discuss  by  personal  letter.  All  of  them  are  open  to 
anyone  and  can  be  used  as  alternative  service  with 
negotiation.  They  are  not  guaranteed  to  be  open. 
Anyone  looking  for  next  year  should  write  at  once. 

I will  be  glad  to  answer  any  inquiries. 

STEPHEN  THOMAS 

(Linson  College,  No.  113  Av.  C.  Ferreira  de  Almeida, 
Macau  (via  Hong  Kong) 


LETTER  TO  TOE  EDITOR 

The  Poor  Peoples’  Campaign  was  constructive  in 
emphasizing  the  government  resources  should  be 
used  for  the  needs  of  the  citizens  rather  than  for 
the  destruction  of  Vietnam.  However,  the  limits  of 
government  should  be  recognized:  perhaps  because 
of  its  all  powerful,  coercive,  and  megalomaniac  na- 
ture, government  has  shown  inability  to  satisfy  the 
feelings  and  respect  the  dignity  of  its  workers  and 
beneficiaries.  On  the  other  hand,  many  voluntary 
organizations  have  shown  great  capacity  to  meet 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  for  both.  Friends  would 
do  well  to  prepare  their  own  groups,  and  to  assist 
others,  to  meet  both  needs  of  the  poor.  A decline 
in  the  demand  for  government  aid  should  result. . . 
Jerry  Voorheis  when  president  of  the  Cooperative 
League  of  the  USA  said:  “We  shan’t  win  the  war 
on  poverty  by  saying  we’re  going  to  do  something 
for  the  poor.  We  must  integrate  the  poor  with  the 
rest  of  us,  and  only  one  type  of  institution,  the  co- 
operative, is  open  to  everyone  including  the  poor.” 
A co-op  creates  capital  for  everyone  in  the  com- 
munity to  share,  consequently  it  has  a tremendous 
opportunity  to  bring  about  not  only  radical  but 
economic  integration. 

Years  ago  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  stated 
“A  cooperative  ...  is  a proven  way  for  the  many 
to  reassert  ownership  and  control  over  an  essential 
area  of  their  lives.” 

Some  would  relegate  to  government  the  serving 
of  physical  needs  and  to  churches  the  serving  of 
spiritual.  They  forget  that  man’s  work  and  con- 
sumption can’t  be  divorced  from  his  dignity  and 
sentiments.  In  restricting  themselves  to  serving  the 
spiritual  the  churches  are  retiring  into  oblivion. 

JOHN  AFFOLTER 
Eastside  Meeting 
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NOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Births 

To  BLAINE  and  NANCY  NELSON  (La  Jolla)  on 
November  15,  a daughter,  Cynthia  Michelle. 

To  PETER  and  JANET  HENSON  (La  Jolla)  on 
November  26,  a son,  Neil  Benjamin. 

To  RICHARD  and  VIRGINIA  METZ  (Marin)  on 
January  13,  a son. 

Marriages 

JOSEPH  SCULLY  (Westwood)  and  RUTH  BRIS- 
BANE, on  December  28. 

GRAY  PEDERSON  and  JOYCE  VICTOR  (Univer- 
sity) on  January  29,  under  the  care  of  University 
Meeting. 

Deaths 

CORA  ELKINGTON  (University  Meeting),  on  Oc- 
tober 30  in  Victoria,  B.C. 

PRUDY  HEIM  (Palo  Alto  Meeting),  on  January  3. 

NEWS  OF  FRIENDS 

DAVID  WALKER  (University)  is  now  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand  with  the  Atomic  Energy  for  Peace  Com- 
mission at  their  nuclear  center  there. 

JO-ANNE  YOUNG  (Tacoma)  is  to  go  this  sum- 
mer on  the  Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage  to  England  and 
Switzerland. 

VIRGINIA  HARRIS  (San  Francisco)  has  complet- 
ed a Library  School  course  and  has  accepted  a po- 
sition as  reference  librarian  at  Oberlin  College  in 
Ohio.  Her  address  is:  214  Oak  St.,  Oberlin,  OH  44074. 

MEGAN  MERSMAN  has  returned  from  Colombia 
to  school  in  San  Luis  Obispo. 


NEWS  OF  MEETINGS 

THE  NINTH  GENERAL  REUNION  OF  FRIENDS 
IN  MEXICO  will  take  place  from  the  2-5  of  May  in 
the  Casa  de  los  Amigos  in  Mexico  City.  The  theme 
chosen  is,  “Are  we  as  Friends  prepared  to  face 
the  problems  of  violence  around  us  in  realistic  spi- 
rit of  non-violence?” 

A Worship  Group  is  now  meeting  in  SAN  LUIS 
OBISPO. 

4S-  *n-  -X- 

THE  WATER  PIPIT 

As  we  walked  along  the  Alameda  beach  on  San 
Leandro  Bay,  the  sandpipers  rose  and  flashed  away. 
Then  we  saw  a small  sparrowy  bird  with  lightly 
streaked  breast  and  plain  back  who  continued  to 
peck  at  the  seaweed  only  a about  a yard  ahead.  He 
was  no  sparrow,  however;  his  slender  bill  and  con- 
stant sideways  wag  of  tail  distinguished  him  from 
the  sparrow  family.  We  dropped  our  binoculars  and 
slowed  our  walk.  So  we  accompanied  the  water 
pipit,  unhurried  and  unafraid  of  our  observation, 
for  some  distance. 

I delight  to  recall  that  walk.  We  were  enclosed 
in  our  separate  worlds.  He  could  know  nothing  of 
our  human  world  of  anxieties  and  regrets,  praises 
and  gratitudes.  We  each  kept  our  ancient  places, 
apart.  And  yet  our  different  worlds  are  a single 
world  of  creatures.  We  recognized  our  creaturely 
relationship  as  we  walked  with  the  water  pipit.  We 
were  refreshed,  our  turmoil  quieted.  The  water  pipit 
put  us  in  our  place,  as  it  were. 

MADGE SEAVER 
San  Francisco  Meeting 
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